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Due de Beauvilliers, who promised to ask the King,
as soon as his curtains were opened, to grant me the
offices my father had held. The King very graciously
complied with his request, and in the afternoon said
many obliging things to me, particularly expressing
his regret that my father had not been able to receive
the last sacraments. I was able to say that a very short
time before, my father had retired for several days to
Saint Lazare, where was his confessor, and added some-
thing on the piety of his life. The King exhorted me
to behave well, and promised to take care of me. When
my father was first taken ill, several persons, amongst
others, D'Aubigne, brother of Madame de Maintenon,
had asked for the governorship of Blaye. But the King
refused them all, and said very bluntly to D'Aubigne,
" Is there not a son? " He had, in fact, always given
my father to understand I should succeed him, although
generally he did not allow offices to descend from father
to son.

Let me say a few words about my father. Our fam-
ily in my grandfather's time had become impoverished;
and my father was early sent to the Court as page to
Louis XIII. It was very customary then for the sons
of reduced gentlemen to accept this occupation. The
King was passionately fond of hunting, an amusement
that was carried on with far less state, without that
abundance of dogs, and followers, and convenience of
all kinds which his successor introduced, and especially
without roads through the forests. My father, who
noticed the impatience of the King at the delays that oc-
curred in changing horses, thought of turning the head
of the horse he brought towards the crupper of that